
 
 
June 25, 2019 
Dear Incoming APES student, 
 
Hello and welcome to A.P. Environmental Science (APES). We are looking forward to an exciting year and 
I hope you are too!  This letter is to inform you of your summer assignment for the course, but don’t stress 
out just yet - let us explain my motivation and rationale behind this assignment.   
 
This class covers a huge curriculum; equivalent to a comprehensive college environmental science course.  
The AP exam, which is the cumulative assessment for the course, will test you on your ability to extract 
meaning from facts and data, make connections between topics, and synthesize your own solutions to 
environmental problems on a local as well as a global scale.  So what are these “environmental 
problems”?  You can undoubtedly name a few, but as you consider this question we challenge you to think 
critically about how you define the environment.  For many of you the “environment” means trees, water, 
soil, air; and you’re correct.  But as you will see throughout this upcoming year, the “environment” is also 
human values, culture, government, economics, ethics, and much more.  
 
Environmental science therefore is the study of how natural systems and human systems overlap.  This 
course will help forge the connections between disciplines that may have been viewed as separate and 
distinct including Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Economics, Government, and Math.  It is the 
ultimate cap-stone course and in our opinion will make for the ideal culminating High School science 
experience.  It is our hope that this course will give you the experience to see “environmental problems” in 
a new light and the skills to think and act critically in response.  
 
This summer assignment is designed to further your understanding of environmental science and make for 
a better and more enjoyable course throughout the year.  The reading and subsequent activities may 
revisit material covered in your previous classes and expand upon them.  Think about this material critically 
and consider how we will connect these topics in the months to come.  This is not busy work. I believe that 
your time/energy put into this assignment will be worth while! So here it is, SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019: 
 
PART ONE:  

 Email Mr. Frisch to acknowledge receipt of the summer assignment: pfrisch1269@bcsdny.org; Write 
APES 2019, Your Whole Name in the subject.  Note that all further communication will be done using 
your school-issued email address.  Be sure to check it periodically throughout the summer. 

 
All needed materials (listed below) are available on the Summer Assignment page of Mr. Frisch’s website:  

https://sites.google.com/a/student.bcsdny.org/mr-frisch-s-website/ap-environmental/summer-assignment 
 

PART TWO:  

 Download the .pdf file of textbook Chapters 2 & 3 (Withgott and Brennan). 
 
PART THREE: Due Tuesday, September 3rd     

 Read Chapter 2: Environmental Ethics and Economics: Values and Choices. 

 Complete these tasks in the following order as you read: 
1. Read pages 27-38. 
2. Complete the corresponding Activity: “Culture, Worldview, and Perspective on the Environment” 
3. Watch the Screencast: “The Foundations of Environmental Ethics” 
4. Complete the corresponding Activity: “The Foundations of Environmental Ethics” 
5. Take Chapter 2, Quiz #1 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 
6. Read pages 38-45. 
7. Watch the Screencast: “The Foundations of Environmental Economics” 
8. Complete the corresponding Activity: “The Foundations of Environmental Economics” 
9. Take Chapter 2, Quiz #2 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 
10. Read pages 45-53. 
11. Take Chapter 2, Quiz #3 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 
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PART FOUR: Due Friday, September 6th 

 Read Chapter 3: Environmental Policy: Decision Making and Problem Solving. 

 Complete these tasks in the following order as you read: 
1. Read pages 58-65. 
2. Take Chapter 3, Quiz #1 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 
3. Read pages 66-75. 
4. Watch the Screencast: “The Foundations of Environmental Policy” 
5. Complete the corresponding Activity: “The Foundations of Environmental Policy” 
6. Take Chapter 3, Quiz #2 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 
7. Read pages 75-84. 
8. Watch the Screencast: “International Environmental Policy” 
9. Complete the corresponding Activity: “International Environmental Policy and NGOs” 
10. Take Chapter 3, Quiz #3 as a practice quiz on that section and check your answers. (optional) 

 
Your understanding of these chapters is vital to us moving forward to examine the bigger scope of 
environmental science.  Although we will review these chapters in class throughout the first week of the 
course and prior to the unit exam, please read and take notes carefully!  Your assignments will be 
collected on the on the due dates listed above and will be graded for effort and accuracy.  
 
 

ANTICIPATED QUESTIONS and ANSWERS: 
1. Why are you giving me this assignment? 

 It is our goal that by completing this summer assignment you will: 
o Be introduced to major themes of environmental science. 
o Review previous content from your HS courses that provide the foundation for our in-

depth study of environmental issues. 
o Learn and practice an important reading, listening, and note-taking skills. 

2. What should my final assignment look like? 

 A paper-clipped (please do not staple) and organized submission including the following completed 
assignments in this order: Activity: “Culture, Worldview, and Perspective on the Environment”, Activity: 
“The Foundations of Environmental Ethics”, Activity: “The Foundations of Environmental Economics”, 
Activity: “The Foundations of Environmental Policy”, and Activity: “International Environmental Policy 
and NGOs”.  Note: Chap 2 assignments are due Sept. 4th and Chap 3 assignments are due Sept. 7th  

3. How long should this assignment take me? 

 Estimated time for completion is as follows: 
o Part Three: Reading Chapter 2, corresponding screencasts, activities and quizzes; 5 hours 
o Part Four: Reading Chapter 3, corresponding screencasts, activities and quizzes; 5 hours  

 Do not save the entire assignment for late August!  
4. Will you be available if I need help or have questions? 

 Yes, direct questions to Mr. Frisch at his school email (pfrisch1269@bcsdny.org).  It is checked 
regularly and can be available by appointment if need be throughout most of the mid-late summer. 

 I will be unavailable for two weeks from July 13th – July 20th and from August 3rd -  August 10th.   
5. What do I gain from the time and effort put into this summer assignment? 

 We will be able to work through the introductory material of the curriculum at a faster pace. 
 With more available class time, we will do our best to provide a variety of learning experiences that 

enable you to explore and examine each of the environmental issues to their necessary depth.  
These will include but are not limited to activities, field-based work, labs, debates, projects and 
discussions. 

  
I hope you have a great summer and are looking forward to an exciting year!  
 
All the best, 
 
Mr. Frisch & Mrs. Pirro  
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